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It is very difficult to imagine Israel
without Yitzhak Rabin. His life and ca-
reer tracked the dramatic events of
Israel’s founding. He oversaw the devel-
opment of its army, commanding it at
one of its most perilous moments, the
1967 Six-Day War, and overseeing
Israel’s defense during the difficult pe-
riod of the Intifada. He worked to
strengthen the United States-Israel al-
liance as Israel’s Ambassador to Wash-
ington. As Prime Minister, he worked
for peace while safeguarding Israel’s
security. Finally, let no one forget, he
gave his life for peace. There is a He-
brew saying invoked in times of
mourning, ‘‘May his memory be a
blessing.” Yitzhak Rabin’s life was a
blessing to Israel, and to the world. His
memory will serve as an inspiration to
all of us in the difficult days ahead.

——————

OSCAR DYSON, A FRIEND OF
FISHERIES

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
rise today to note with great regret the
passing of one of Alaska’s most promi-
nent citizens, Oscar Dyson, on Satur-
day, October 28.

Oscar Dyson was a true pioneer and
an authentic Alaskan sourdough who
epitomized the can-do spirit of the Last
Frontier.

Born in Rhode Island, he first came
to Alaska in 1940, after working his
way across the country. When World
War II began, he went to work building
airstrips for the Army Corps of Engi-
neers. When Japanese airplanes at-
tacked Dutch Harbor and invaded the
Aleutian Islands, Oscar Dyson was
there.

After the war, Oscar truly came into
his own. He started commercial fishing
in 1946, beginning a career that would
span generations and would make him
one of the most well-known and ad-
mired figures in the U.S. fishing indus-
try.

Over the years, Oscar pioneered fish-
ery after fishery. Starting as a salmon
and halibut fisherman after the war, he
branched out into shrimp, king crab,
and ultimately, in groundfish. In 1971,
he made the first-ever delivery of Alas-
ka pollock to a shore-based U.S. proc-
essor, starting an industry that now
has an annual harvest of over 3 billion
pounds—the largest single fishery in
the United States and the fourth in
value—which now represents a full 30
percent of the United States commer-
cial harvest.

In the 1970’s, while remaining an ac-
tive fisherman, Oscar also diversified,
joining with several other fishermen to
purchase what became a highly suc-
cessful and innovative seafood proc-
essing company.

Oscar thought of himself—first, last,
and always—as a fisherman. But to
those of us who knew him, he was far
more. He knew that good citizens must
be ready to give something back to this
great Republic, and he was as good as
his word. He served 13 years on Alas-
ka’s Board of Fisheries, and three
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terms on the Federal North Pacific
Fishery Management Council. He also
served his country as an advisory and
representative in international fishery
negotiations with Japan and Russia.

He did not stop there. He was a
founding member of the United Fisher-
men’s Marketing Association and the
Alaska Draggers Association. He gave
his time to the Kodiak City Council,
the Kodiak Community College, the
Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute,
and the Alaska Governor’s Fishery
Task Force, to name a few of many.
And he worked tirelessly toward the
goals of the Alaska Fisheries Develop-
ment Foundation, and Kodiak’s Fish-
ery Industrial Technology Center. Al-
ways, he helped lead his fellow fisher-
men toward a stronger, sustainable fu-
ture.

In 1985, Oscar was chosen by National
Fisherman magazine to receive its
prestigious Highliner of the Year
awards. And this year, just days before
the fatal accident that took his life, he
was made the National Fisheries Insti-
tute’s Person of the Year, the insti-
tute’s highest honor.

Finally, Oscar believed strongly in
our Nation’s youth. Both by example
and by application, his kindness,
humor, understanding, and sage advice
guided generations of young people. He
helped them ‘‘learn the ropes,” and
they gained the confidence to go out
into the world and—like Oscar him-
self—to make it better. There can be
no greater memorial.

————

ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER
YITZHAK RABIN

Mr. D’AMATO. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to the late
Yitzhak Rabin who served his people in
war and in peace and did both with
great bravery. The Government of
Israel and the people of Israel have suf-
fered a deep wound that will take a
great deal of time to heal.

Just 2 weeks ago, I along with many
of my colleagues, stood with him in the
rotunda of the Capitol to present to
him, a copy of the bill which would
move the American Embassy in Israel
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, the Holy
City. I was most proud then and most
proud now to have been there. One
could not, of course, guess that only 2
weeks later, this horrible, cowardly act
would occur.

The Prime Minister’s goal of peace
for Israel, after so very many years of
blood and tears, is one that cannot be
abandoned. I am sure that Israel will
find the strength to move forward.
Peace, like Israel’s security, is of vital
importance to Israel and the United
States alike. Yet, one cannot argue the
point that Israel will not be the same
without him. He was a hero and a tow-
ering figure of his time.

My heart goes out to the Rabin fam-
ily at this most unfortunate time.
They can take solace in the fact that
Yitzhak Rabin will forever be remem-
bered as a peacemaker for his people—
a peacemaker for Israel.
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FAREWELL TO PRIME MINISTER
YITZHAK RABIN

Mr. PELL. Mr. President, today I
wish to pay my respects to a man who
will be remembered as one of history’s
giants.

I know that all of us in the Senate—
indeed, throughout the Nation—were
shocked and saddened by the news of
the assassination of Israeli Prime Min-
ister Yitzhak Rabin. Having just re-
turned from accompanying President
Clinton to the Prime Minister’s fu-
neral, I can also bear witness to the
devastating, emotional impact of the
assassination on the fabric—indeed, on
every fiber—of Israel’s society.

Yesterday, the Senate passed a reso-
lution paying tribute to Prime Min-
ister Rabin’s legacy and expressing
support for the people of Israel and the
government of acting-Prime Minister
Shimon Peres. Those are fine and ap-
propriate sentiments, and I was pleased
to cosponsor the resolution. It is in-
deed proper for the Senate to act
quickly to reaffirm its unique and un-
wavering commitment to the State of
Israel.

Yet in a certain sense, the words in
the resolution we passed yesterday
could never do justice to the rich, com-
plicated, and ultimately heroic life of
Yitzhak Rabin.

Prime Minister Rabin did not inspire
love as much as confidence. Even if
they disagreed with him, his country-
men could be assured of his commit-
ment to their safety and security. To
me, the grieving Israelis, whose pic-
tures we have seen on television and in
the papers, are probably not moved en-
tirely by sentiments and emotions—al-
though that is surely part of it. But I
think the real reason they seem 8o
fragile is because they have lost their
anchor, and as a result are uncertain of
their world. It is a measure of Rabin’s
greatness that his passing could have
so profound an impact.

Prime Minister Rabin was the quin-
tessential soldier—his thinking stra-
tegic, his analysis solid and calcu-
lating, his style terse, and his author-
ity unquestioned. These qualities,
which served him so well on the battle-
field, were also the distinguishing char-
acteristics of his political career. Al-
though the ends he pursued seemed
contradictory—decisive military vic-
tory on the one hand, peaceful coexist-
ence on the other—the means by which
he pursued them never changed. He
brought to the peace table the same
dogged determination, the same self-
confidence that he possessed in the war
room.

One of the quirks of world politics is
that revolutionary change often
springs from the most unexpected
sources. The political pundits of the
1970’s, for instance, would never have
guessed that President Nixon would be
the first to visit China. A decade later,
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